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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE J^SH ^ ^ 

Media contact: David Mayorga, +1 703-489-4089 

PRESIDENT OB1ANG MEETS WITH U.S. AMBASSADOR 

MALABO (June 1 5, 2010) - The President of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea (Republica de 
Guinea Ecuatorial) Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo and United St a (o s^m has sadpr Alberto 
Fernandez met yesterday to discuss relations between Equatorial Guinea and the U.S. 

-We both enjoyed the meeting," Ambassador Alberto Fernandez said. "For us it is very useful to 
know President Obiang' s outlook on international relations." 

The meeting focused on international policy issues and the cordial relationship between the two 
countries. Equatorial Guinea continues to view the U.S. as a vital partner and is committed to 
further strengthening the relationship. 

Also present at the meeting was the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 
Pastor Micha Ondo Bile. President Obiang recently returned from South Africa, where he 
attended the opening ceremonies of the 2010 World Cup. 

About Equatorial Guinea 

The Republic of Equatorial Guinea (Rcpabl^P^UiBSgLfeMalarial) « the only Spamsr.- 
speaking country in Africa, and one of the smallest nations on the continent. In the late- 1990s, 
American companies helped discover the country's oil and natural gas resources, which only 
within the last live years began contributing to the global energy supply. Eguatonal..Gutn.e.ajs 
now working to serve as a nihar o1 stabil.ly and steamy m its. region. ol West.C cntial., Ahiea, the 
country will host the 201 1 Summit of the African Union. For more information, visit 
;/ /^w. gui neaocuatorial pccsSififiai- 
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This has been distributed by Qorvis Communications, LLC on behalf the Republic of Equatorial Guinea More 
information on this relationship is on file at the United States Department of Justice, Washington, DC. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Media Contact: David Mayorga, 703-489-4089 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA STATEMENT ON UNESCO CONTROVERSY 

MALABO (June 14, 2010) — The Government of Equatorial Guinea (Republica de Guinea 
Ecuatorial) released the following statement today regarding recent statements made in the 
international media and community regarding the UNESCO-Obiang Ngucma Mbasogo g 
International Prize for Research in the Life Sciences: 

"The Government of Equatorial Guinea deeply regrets the controversy currently taking pBee in. 
the international community regarding the UNESCO Prize— particularly among friendly rations . 
such as France, which have even recently praised us for our progress. There exists a great x^al ol 
misperception about Equatorial Guinea, an issue that is partly our fault since we have not always 
responded to inaccuracies that have appeared in the international press or have been perpefitated 
by our critics. This will now change. ^ 

"Equatorial Guinea is working both to improve itself and contribute to the international 
community— thanks to the blessing of our recently discovered natural resources. The UNESCO 
Prize is a part of this effort. We are also now taking steps to be more transparent and proactive in 
communicating the progress we are making as we strive to transform from the poor country that 
we were into an emergent, sustainable economy. 

"Although the UNESCO controversy has highlighted the fact that Equatorial Guinea faces many 
challenges, which is true, the situation is being viewed through an outdated understanding of 
what our Government is and what Equatorial Guinea is like. The real challenges that exist for us 
are in improving the health, education, culture and professional skills of our citizens— so that in 
the future we as a nation can successfully achieve our goals. Wc now ask that the international 
community and media give us a second look and chance to explain what is occurring within our 
nation. We further ask that the UNESCO Prize be looked at for what positive contributions it 
will be making to benefit all of humanity," 

About the UNESCO-Obiang Ngucma Mbasogo International Prize for Research in the Life 
Sciences: The UNESCO Executive Board has approved and will soon award the UNESCO- 
Obiang Ngucma Mbasogo International Price for Research in the Life Sciences, an award 
sponsored by the President of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea (Republica de Guinea 
Ecuatorial), Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, and supported by the international community, 
particularly African nations. Th e aw ard aim s to r eward proiectsand activities by, a person,.. gmup, 
scientific institution, or other entity or organization that has c dntrib^ 
'Impro vement of the ciualitv of human life. The award, which will be worth $300,000, will be 
awarded once a year for an initial period of five years. The initiative arose as a personal proposal 
of the President of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea (Republica de Guinea Ecuatorial) during 
his speech at the General Conference of UNESCO in October 2007. It is a part of the efforts the 
Government of Equatorial Guinea is making to contribute to the global community and advance 
the welfare of the citizens of its country. 
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About Equatorial Guinea 

The Republic of Equatorial Guinea (Rcpublx a de Gume<U .euajo! ial) is the only Spanish- 
speaking country in Africa, and one of the smallest nations on the continent. In the late- 1990s, 
American companies helped discover the country's oil and natural gas resources, which only 
within the last five years began contributing to the global energy supply. Equatorial Guinea is 
now working to serve as a pillar of stability and security in its region of West Central Africa. The 
country will host the 201 1 Summit of the African Union. For more information, visit 
http //www. guincaccuatonal press com. 

### 

This has been distributed by Qorvis Communications, LLC on behalf of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. More 
information is available at the United States Department of Justice, Washington, DC, 
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